
11.2: Hamlet
Themes and Focus Questions


Act I Theme: Who do you go to for decision making?
Supplemental Material: generation gap articles
Act I Focus Question: Many adults believe that teenagers, who have less experience in life should follow the example and advice of adults like parents and teachers when making important life decisions.  Many teenagers believe that the world is changing and their peers’ advice is more pertinent and valuable and that they should be part of their own generation and follow the lead of their friends/group when making important decisions.  Pick a side! 


Act II Theme: Outside forces can make our decisions for us.  
Supplemental Material: Reviving Ophelia and Raising Cain
Act II Focus Question: What are the most important outside forces that affect decision-making? 


Act III Theme: Decisions based on emotion are rarely good.
Supplemental Material: “Before He Cheats”
Act III Focus Question: You be the judge: Underwood v. Guy.  Are the actions justified? 


Act IV Theme: People should take responsibility for their actions
Supplemental Material: NASA
Act IV Focus Question: Who is the most responsible for Ophelia’s death? 


Act V Theme: Our decisions always impact others.
Act V Focus Question: Every action has a reaction. 
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