What Is the American Dream: Background Essay

Focus for Reading, Listening, and Discussing: While listening to this background essay think about the essential questions from this unit (review them from L1 in your binder).  As I read, write answers to the questions below and keep the idea of ‘The American Dream’ in mind as we examine several linking texts by both celebrated American authors along with the philosophies of regular Americans, including your own.

1. What is the author’s purpose of this background essay?

2. What is the structure of this essay? (Choose from the types of writing stated as a focus area for this unit on L1.)

3. List some of the historical details this author includes to support the point.

4. From where does the author pull important quotations that help develop the definition?

5. Summarize this author’s belief of what ‘The American Dream’ is.

6. What is the tone of this essay?
